Volume 11 | Issue 3 | May 2009

NEWS@KIST

THE NEWSLETTER OF K.
SCHOOL TOKYO

INTERNATIONAL

=p|Nn This Issue...

»Secondary End of Year News
»Shoe Drive Update

» Uniform Updates

» Miscellaneous Updates

» Secondary News

» A Reminder for PE Students
»PYP Coordinator News

» Observing the Joy of Learning

@ AN ¥ o1 < .
Welcome back to the final term for our school year - Spring Term. I am sure
those of you who attended would agree, the recent ECE and Primary concerts
were a wonderful way to start the term. Through opportunities such as these
concerts we are able to see the broad range of skills that are developed through
the Primary Years Programme offered at our school. It never ceases to inspire
me the way that even the youngest and shyest of students find the courage to
stand up on the big stage and perform for such a big audience. Congratulations
to all of the students and teachers who were part of these inspirational perform-
ances.

School Development Planning:

As part of the recent professional development experience provided for staff,
the school released to teachers the first draft of our new three year School De-
velopment Plan. This plan has been drafted by our school administration team
n collaboration with our IB PYP, MYP and DP Coordinators. The document
has been structured around the standards and practices that define us as an IB
school and through which we are evaluated as a school during IB evaluation vis-
its. These standards and practices are very thorough and encompass all areas of
school planning including: Philosophy, Organization, Curriculum, and Students.
Over the coming weeks we hope to find ways to share this draft with our wider
school community, including you as our school families. We are hoping that
through this process we will able to create a plan that helps us to develop further
as a school, and set attainable goals that will guide our actions over the coming
years.

We look forward to making you part of this project and collecting your ideas,
thoughts and perspectives.

Sasha Marshall
School Principal
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Term 3
May 2nd-10th
Golden Week Vacation!

May 22nd
Grade 5 Exhibition

May 30th
Family Day

June 1st
School Vacation

June 8th
Normal School Day- all students

June 22nd
Grade 12 Graduation Dinner

June 25th (1:00pm-2:00pm)
K3 Graduation

June 25th (5:00pm-6:00pm)
Grade 5 Graduation

June 26th (Evening)
Secondary School End of Year
Events

June 26th
End of Spring Term
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Svetlana Klyuyeva
Music Teacher

Secondary End of Year Event 2009 News

‘We would like to inform you that the date of the Secondary End of Year Event (EYE
2009) has been confirmed. The event will be on June 26" (Friday) at Funabori Hall. The
time will be announced closer to the day but most likely it 1s going to be 17:30 or 18:00.
Detailed info about this day and the map for the venue will be provided in a special news-
letter by the end of May or beginning of June.

As you know the Event consists of 3 main parts. We will be saying goodbye to Grade 12 students, congratulating Grade
10 students with their achievements in the MYP. The connecting thread of the Event is the concert performances by
individual students, ensembles/bands and class performances. Secondary students will be sharing with you their love and
appreciation of dance, music and drama.

Some students have already started practicing for the EYE 2009. Some are still in the middle of the creative process
searching for the way to express themselves through the Performing Arts. It is great to see students from different grades
mixing and working together.

Please note that in order to participate in the concert, performers had to complete an application form. All applications
were due Friday April 17 (Week 8 Term 3). The main purpose of the auditions is to make sure students are ready for
the event and all the performances are appropriate for this type of event and, of course, because of the number of per-
formances we can fit into the program. This year’s auditions will be held during Week 8 and 9 (first half of June). The
results will be announced the week after the auditions. Auditions for G12 students will be held after their exams.

We hope you can come and enjoy the event. Please mark June 26" in your diary!

Alison Cox
Grade 6/7 Coordinator

Shoe Drive Update

Many thanks to all the families who donated shoes to the Shoe Drive. Overall, 8 large boxes with over 250 pairs of
shoes were collected. A big thank you also to the Grade 10 students who raised money for the postage of the shoes by
hosting “Dracula’s Dinner” for Secondary students on the evening of March 25". The shoes have been posted and are
expected to arrive in Thailand sometime in June. They will be distributed to refugees living on the Thai/Burma bor-
der. Thank you for making a difference in their lives. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Student Absences

‘We would like to remind you of the procedures to follow if your child will be absent from school. The school office
must be notified directly for all absences in advance where possible. As indicated below, the type of notification required
depends on the duration of the absence:

For 1 or 2 days: The absence must be reported directly to the school office before the start of school by telephone, fax
or e-mail only, not through individual teachers. If calling the school before 8:00 a.m., please leave a message on the
answering machine. A reason for the absence should be provided. For all grades, notification must be given by par-
ents/guardians only, not by students themselves.

For 3 days to 1 montlr: Submit an Application for Temporary Absence form (available from the school website) directly
to the office. Approval must be given by the school administration for all absences due to reasons other than illness.

For 1 month to 1 year. Submit an Application for Extended Leave of Absence form (available from the school website)
directly to the office. Various conditions apply. Further information may be found on the application form.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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Uniform Reminders

House color polo shirts

Students who were asked to change to the yellow house color polo shirts after mitial enrolment at KIST have been allowed
to wear their own shirts this year as an interim measure only. However, students will be expected to wear the required yel-
low shirt from the beginning of the 2009 - 2010 school year. Families are encouraged to purchase the new shirts before
June 26, 2009 to take advantage of a special half-price discount being offered until the end of the current school year only.
This discount will not be available for orders received after this date. Orders will take approximately two weeks to arrive so
please plan in advance. Uniform Order Forms are available on the school website “Forms” page or from the office or re-
ception.

Tracksuits
We have noticed that an increasing number of students are not wearing the required tracksuit. As per all other uniform
items, please ensure that all children wear the correct tracksuit (top and pants) as specified by the school.

Club uniforms

Students who are members of sporting clubs are reminded that they should change into their PE uniform before their club
begins. Wearing the PE uniform to school in the morning 1s only allowed if a PE class 1s scheduled for that day. Further-
more, for clubs that have original parkers or other special uniform items, these items are not part of the formal school uni-
form and should not be worn as such during class time. They may be worn only during club

time or at tournaments. In addition, students are required to wear the correct traming pants and

shirts as specified by the school.

Miscellaneous Updates

Uniform Pool

There are times throughout the school year when incidents happen at school that require a stu-

dent to change their clothes. We currently have a selection of small sized uniforms, however, do

not have a range of clothes for older students. We are wondering if any families have old uni-

forms that they would like to donate to the school for this purpose. We require just one boys and one girls set for each
size. As soon as we have this we will decline any more donations as we do not have room to store them. Please hand dona-
tions in to Mitsuyo at the front reception.

Community Support Thank You
We would like to thank the Oulton family (Hannah K3 and Leo K1) for offering their support and assistance for our fam-
ily in need of travel assistance (as mentioned in the previous newsletter) in order to attend afterschool ESL classes.

School Handbook

We are pleased to announce that preparation of a new edition of the School Handbook is nearing completion! The new
edition will be ready for distribution to all families by post during the summer vacation. The handbook has been updated
with revised information and additional sections that we hope will assist you and your family to have a successful year at
school. When you receive your copy, we ask you to read it in full and keep it handy for future reference. The handbook
will also be uploaded to the school website.

Student Withdrawals

This is a reminder to families planning to leave KIST at the end of the current school year to please submit a Student
‘Withdrawal Form (available from the school website “Forms” page) to the office as soon as possible. On the last day of
your child’s attendance, please be sure to return any school property borrowed (e.g. library books, textbooks, sports uni-
forms etc.). The Student ID Card and Parent ID Card should also be returned to the office. In addition, any outstanding
fees should be paid. This includes School Support Program duties not completed. Furthermore, if you require proof of
attendance or record of attendance statements, or teacher references for your child’s new school, you may arrange these in
advance by submitting the Request for Documentation Form (available from the website) directly to the office. If you have
any questions regarding the arrangements for student withdrawal, please ask at the office.
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Amanda Cooke
Lower School Principal

“Reading about new
ideas does not always
mean that we need to
implement something
new...it can encourage
us to observe with
new perspective and
value even the sim-
plest of learning experi-
ences”

I have recently been inspired by the article “Joy in School - Joyful learning can flourish in school - if you give joy a chance” (Wolk, S.
(2008) Educational Leadership. 66(1)). Steve Wolk suggests that ‘by helping students find the pleasure in learning, we can make learning
infinitely more successful’. Wolk highlights 10 ways in which we can support joy in learning. These include giving students choices, letting
students create things and experiences the outdoors. In reading about these ideas I have been inspired to think about the opportunities we
give children to choose, create and explore in the outside environment, thus encouraging joyful learning. Reading about new ideas does
not always mean that we need to implement something new, however it can encourage us to observe with a new perspective at what we are
already doing and to acknowledge and value even the simplest of learning experiences.

Once such experience took place recently after a string of rainy days in February. Rainy days in schools, means inside play time, which
can be a frustrating time for both students and teachers. When the rain finally clears and students are able to go outside again Mother
Nature presents us with an array of learning opportunities. This year the rain left us with a very large puddle in the middle of our play-
ground. Although a bit of a hazard for some play, this puddle provided students with the opportunity to make choices, create things and
explore the outside environment. Students were observed finding joy in this puddle in a variety of ways, some with eager enthusiasm and
others with shy curiosity. Students found many different ways to explore the natural world and its phenomena, many of which link directly
to core understandings in our science scope and sequence.

Explorations began with students standing around the puddle, observing the light and their faces reflected in the muddy water. Some stu-
dents discovered what happened if they disturbed the water, observing the ripples and the effect these had on their reflection. Children
laughed as they distorted their image and began to develop both curiosity and understanding about light, reflection and refraction. As the
weather continued favorably and the water in the puddle began to dry up, students continued their explorations by investigating the
change occurring in the water and the earth. As the water evaporated and a large mud pit remained, students began a sensorial explora-
tion. Many students discovered that the earth contained a large amount of clay and that the texture and properties of this allowed them to
create solid objects. These explorations helped to develop their understanding of materials and their changing states as well as the way
humans use and manipulate materials from the natural environment.

By closely observing the students in their playground experiences following the days of rain it has been inspiring to see how such a simple
experience can offer opportunities for our students to develop their scientific understandings. It has also been encouraging to observe that
by allowing students choice about their interaction with the natural world, giving them the freedom to create and to interact with the out-
side environment, we have helped to encourage joy and pleasure in learning that can support both developing understandings and their
success as learners.

I encourage you to take the time to observe your children, in the smallest and simplest of experiences. Observe the links they are making
to their developing understanding of the world, as well as the opportunities for experiencing joy. Sharing our observations of these experi-
ences helps to remind us that joyful learning 1s all around us, if only we know where to look for it.

ECE and Primary Portfolio Update

Thank you to all families who have contributed to our portfolio action research for this year by filling out the parent portfolio survey fol-
lowing student led conferences. The next stage of our research is to survey staff and students and to collate the results so that we have con-
crete data on which to plan our portfolios for the 2009-2010 school year. At the beginning of the new school year, you will receive infor-
mation regarding the new agreed use and organization for the portfolios. We hope that being involved in this process has helped foster
your connection with student portfolios and your understanding of the process involved in creating them.
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PYP Coordinator Notes

In brief:

PYP Coo rd | nator Summary of PYP Parent Evening — 19™ Feb 2009
PYP Unit Overview — Spring Versions — Term 3
Notes Future PYP Parent Workshops

Survey — finding out about your needs

Paul Langtree
PYP Coordinator

Throughout this school year, four PYP Parent Information Sessions have been offered. In Term One, three sessions were offered.
Catering separately for the ECE and Primary sections of our school, these sessions focused primarily on introducing parents to the frame
work of the Primary Years Programme.

On the 19" of February, 40 interested parents attended the fourth PYP Parent Information Session. The key focus of this evening was
inquiry; what it looks like, how it happens and how parents can support inquiry at home. Much of the evening imvolved discussion and T
would like to thank all of the parents who attended, for not only making the time to come, but also for their willingness to contribute and
share 1deas.

During the evening, parents were also introduced to the backward-by-design planning strategy which teachers use; beginning with assess-
ment tasks, before planning learning experiences.

By the end of the evening, it was clear that parents had developed a better idea of our inquiry-based curriculum as well as the kinds of
decisions that teachers make when planning assessment tasks and learning experiences for students.

The final PYP Unit Overviews were sent out in April 2009. Accompanying each overview was an extended summary of the Learner
Profile, as well as 1deas for ways that all parents can support their children at home.

Future parent information sessions will be offered later in 2009. In order for us to cater for parents needs, we are asking for your feed-
back. If you could take the time to complete the survey below and return it to school, this will allow us to gain a better idea of the kinds
of information you require to understand and support your child through the Primary Years Programme.

Please cut here

PYP Parent Survey - Please complete and return to school. Thank you]

Session Types Introductory Inquiry Planning Other

What kinds of sessions would you - What is PYP? - What is Inquiry? - How teachers plan? Internationalism
like to attend? - The 5 elements - The inquiry Cycle - Assessment tasks Researching

PYP Exhibition
Learner Profile

Timing for sessions
When scheduling sessions, which 12pm-3pm 6pm-8pm
times would suit your most?
Session Frequency

How often would you like to see Once per year Several times per year | Once per term Twice per term
sessions offered?

Grade level/s of your child/children - please circle as many that apply
K1 K2 K3 Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Thank you for completing this survey.
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Secondary School News

Anne Grahame
Upper School Principal

e The Grade 12s had a grueling week to the start of their Spring Term with a week of Mock Exams and little time to enjoy
the beautiful cherry blossoms. The Grade 12 teachers and students have been extra busy ensuring all exam preparation
and moderation work has been completed. As a number of the Grade 12 teaching staff are IB DP examiners too, there has
been a whirl of heightened activity throughout this area of the school. I would like to wish our graduating class “Good luck”
in their upcoming exams and remind them of what Thomas Jefferson, the 3" President of the United States said, “I'm a
great believer in luck, and find the harder I work, the more I have of it”.

On the evening of April 15th, Grade 10 students and their parents heard from our DP Coordinator, Mr. Mark Cowe, re-
garding subject selections for the upcoming academic year. A very exciting development in our subject selection from next
year 1s the offering of new subjects; Chemistry, Math Studies, Music and Psychology. The School Board of Directors,
School Staft and teachers strive hard to offer the best we can to our students and this 1s another achievement in our con-
tinuing growth as a school.

In the same regard, another step in consolidating our school growth has been the adoption of a Positions of Leadership
model in the Secondary School. Currently the school has IB curriculum coordinators, an ESL Coordinator, Athletics Di-
rector and a CAS and Aol Coordinator. Next year we will also have dedicated Subject Area Coordinators. This will formal-
1ze and recognize n an official capacity the type of work many teachers have taken on over the past years in developing and
running the various faculties in the Secondary. A number of these positions have already been filled and I would like to
congratulate our new appointees.

Mr. Daryl Bates — Arts
Mr. Michael Bates — Humanities

Mr. Ross Ferris —=Mathematics

One further development is the increase in our provision for Guidance Counseling. From next year instead of the half-time
position we have had over the past 3 years, we will have the equivalent of one full-time Guidance Counselor. Mr. Mike
‘Wagner will share the position with Mrs. Keiko Okude. I believe that this will further enhance our offerings to our students
and parent body by catering to both our many English-speaking parents and our many Japanese-speaking parents.

On April 30th, we hosted Tokyo International School Grade 6 students. Each year our respective Grade 6 classes share a
unit together and the Year 6/7 Team Leader, Ms. Alison Cox and Grade 6B teacher Mr. Russell Ash, work with their
counterparts to organize this worthwhile exchange which emphasizes the wider connections we have as an 1B school. In
turn, our Grade 6 students will visit TIS on May 22nd.

In other news, as usual, students and teachers have been very busy with a number of events going on. This term some sec-
ondary students assisted at the Primary Concert and Grade 11 students and Mr. John Fortin also continued to fund raise
for Habitat for Humanity on concert day. Also Mr. Daryl Bates and the Grade 12 students set up their DP Art Exhibition
at Toyosu Culture Centre and it looked fantastic.

Sporting events, which also connect us with the wider international school community, continue this term. Soccer, softball,
and baseball teams are all traming hard for various matches. I would like to thank their coaches, Mr. Tony Henderson,
Mrs. Fumie Komatsu, Mr. Andrew Hough, Mr. Jordi Casas and Mr. Terry Weston for their efforts in these sporting are-
nas.

Finally, I would like to thank the students who have been involved with Mr. Michael Bates and me in re-shaping the Stu-
dent Representative Council. We had two meetings to decide on a constitution. At the final meeting it was decided to
amend the constitution which was presented by Pyay Phyo Oo, a Grade 10 student, for his MYP Personal Project, and
adopt it as our SRC Constitution. Nominations for the executive were called and I am happy to say that Carmina
Mancenon, Disha Parikh, James Ha and Soo Min Hwang form our SRC Executive. The SRC will contribute to our School
Newsletter from now on, so please stay tuned!
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Make-a-wish update

Thanks to everyone who donated funds to the G5 exhibition students last
year for their fund-raising efforts. They managed to raise a grand total of
¥232,438 which was donated to the charity that was suggested by and
voted on by GJ students and those who attended the exhibition, Make-a-
wish Japan. Make-a-wish 1s a non-profit organization that grants the
wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions. The dona-
tion was gratefully received and a commemorative frame was sent which
will be housed in the area beside the office as a reminder of the great

work the G5 class of 2007-2008 did.

Library News

Redhouse Orders

Thank you to everyone who has ordered from the Redhouse catalogues throughout the year. With the com-
mission earned from your orders we were able to choose hundreds of free books for the school library for all
to enjoy. The last Redhouse sales period for this year was held in April. The orders will be distributed before

h
Red B House
International School Book Club

the end of May.

Library End of Year Organization

In order to prepare for the movement to the new building that will happen during the summer break in the
school, it is necessary to close the library from Wednesday June 17 - Friday June 26°. All books must be re-
turned by Wednesday 17" June. Invoices will be sent for those items that are still outstanding after this date.
There will also be no borrowing over the summer break for this year as all the books need to be sorted ready
for the creation of the new lower primary school library which will be housed in the new building. The only
exception to this will be class texts needed for secondary students as indicated by individual subject teachers.
We appreciate your cooperation and understanding with regard to this.

Mrs. Suzanne Astrop
Teacher Librarian

A Reminder for PE Students & Parnts |

Sl

A reminder to parents and students that PE 1s one part of the school curriculum and as such each student is expected to complete the
tasks set. This includes the physical component of PE classes. If your child is unable to participate on a particular for a particular
health reason a note must be submitted to the PE teacher. A verbal explanation from a student 1s not sufficient and the student will
need to participate in the scheduled activity.

Terry Weston Athletics Director
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